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Validation Services for EURid
Dot-eu Sunrise

*connectedthinking



Bart Lieben – Wim Van den Bossche

.eu Sunrise: General

Objective of .eu Sunrise:
• avoid “cybersquatting”

- registration of someone else’s trade mark, trade name, 
company name without any legitimate interest and/or in 
bad faith

- selling registered domain names to owner of prior rights to 
such name at excessive prices

Proposed approach by European Commission:
• holders of “prior rights” benefit from a “pre-registration” period, 

before general registration of .eu domain names starts

dot-eu Sunrise: Why?
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.eu Sunrise = Phased Registration

Two Phases
• Phase 1: holders (and licensees) of registered trade marks, 

geographical indications or designations of origin and public 
bodies

- December 7, 2005 – February 6, 2006
• Phase 2: holders entitled in Phase 1 + holders of other types 

of prior rights
- February 7, 2006 – April 6, 2006

During Sunrise, domain name applicants must:
• apply for a domain name with EURid
• provide evidence to PricewaterhouseCoopers that they have 

a prior right to such name

dot-eu Sunrise: How holders of prior rights can take preventive action
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Role of PricewaterhouseCoopers as EURid’s Validation Agent

Documentary evidence submitted will be validated by
PricewaterhouseCoopers
• appointed as validation agent by EURid because of

- expertise in intellectual property rights
- efficiency in processing
- coverage of 20 official languages in all EU member states
- use of state-of-the-art technology solutions

• verify whether a prior right to a name exists

Domain name applications and documentary evidence must be
in line with Sunrise Rules
• drafted by PricewaterhouseCoopers in consultation with 

European Commission and interested parties

dot-eu Sunrise: Validation of prior right claims
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Contact Details

PricewaterhouseCoopers web site:
Wim Van den Bossche http://validation.pwc.be
Bart Lieben
Gen. Lemanstraat 67 general e-mail:
2018 Antwerpen validation@pwc.be
Belgium

wim.van.den.bossche@pwc.be
bart.lieben@pwc.be




